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Evening with the music of
Maestro Motoki Hirai

September 28, 2012
At the residence of the Ambassador of Japan

Note

sUrashima Taro

Japan has a long tradition of

§ - MEHORE

picture books. While so called “story
manga” (a form of cartoon) has
developed from the tradition and
acquired a great deal of fans among
the youth worldwide, many attractive
picture books with new and
traditional stories are relatively
unknown abroad. A trial to bring
those picture books nearer to the

foreign audience by using a

multimedia method with storytelling, picture projection and original
music performance was done first in Denmark, when Motoki Hirai
was invited by the Embassy of Japan on the occasion of the
Japanese Cultural Festival in a northern port town Frederikshavn
in 2007. At the time maestro Hirai composed music for three stories
created by modern Japanese artists. In contrast to that case, a
thousands of vears' old legend “Urashima Taro” is picked up this
time and its world premiére performance is made at the today’s
music gathering.

The story of “Urashima Taro” dates back at least to the eighth
century. With some changes in the course of history, the book used

for the today’s presentation reflects a more or less common story of
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Program

mReading of “Urashima Taro” with projected pictures
and music for two violins composed by Motoki Hirai
[World premiére]

Narration in
Kiswahili: Emery Kimaro
Pictures: Shiro Kasamatsu
Violins! Nina Kawaguchi & Masaki Okada
mKotodama - Voices of Nature composed by Motoki
Hirai
[Africa premiére]
Violin solo:  Nina Kawaguchi
<Interval>

mPiano solo (program to be announced by the soloist)

Piano: Motoki Hirai

Urashima Taro at present. The book was published in 1953 and
pictures were drawn by Shiro Kasamatsu (1898-1992), a Japanese
style painter succeeding the technique of traditional wood block
printing. The ending of the story is in this book somewhat softened,

taking into account that its main readers are children.

mKotodama — Voices of Nature for solo violin
“Kotodama” was composed by Motoki Hirai in 2008, Kotodama is

a Japanese word meaning the power of spoken words

sMotoki Hirai (1973-)

Motoki Hirai is a composer/pianist
residing in London and performing
worldwide. The visit to Tanzania is his
first visit to Sub-Sahara Africa.

For more information, please refer to

the attached profile.

sNina Kawaguchi (1990-)

At the age of 3 Nina started to play violin. She studied among
others with Myr. Misa Stefanovie, Ms. Rieko Suzuki and Prof.
Monika Urbaniak and won the first prize in violin at the national
music competition of Brazil "Concurso Nacional de Cordas Paulo
Bosisio (2005)". Currently, Nina is a master class student at

Hochschule der Kiinste in Bern, Switzerland.



